
As we look to prevent runaway climate change, it’s no secret that the largest percentage of greenhouse 
gas emissions comes from our transportation sector, with the largest shareholder being medium-heavy duty 
vehicles. Electrification of medium-heavy duty vehicles is crucial to reducing global greenhouse gas emissions 
and protecting vulnerable communities from crushing public health burdens.

This packet includes basic information on medium-heavy duty vehicles and the negative health impacts they 
have on overburdened communities. Guidance includes social media tools and equitable policy considerations 
for state, local, and federal policymakers.



1

Topline Message and Policy Recommendations
Each year in the United States, thousands of Americans face premature death caused by exposure to 
transportation emissions, leading to approximately 21,000 premature deaths each year due to particulate 
matter pollution from diesels. New research from the American Lung Association finds that more than 4  in 
10 people - a whopping 135 million in the US - live in counties with unhealthy levels of particle or ozone 
pollution. These counties are not random: current research has consistently found that race and zip code 
are the greatest predictors of overexposure to air pollution. Exposure to transportation emission is disastrous 
to human health over the short and long term. It puts one at increased risk for cardiovascular disease, lung 
cancer, and other respiratory health illnesses. Bold climate leadership means putting people and communities 
first, not succumbing to industry demands. Everyday, failure to act increases the costs of addressing this 
crisis for current and future generations. EVHybridNoire recommends the following:

• Quantify the public health impact of MHDVs on children, seniors, and other 
vulnerable populations; quantify the long-term financial benefits of electrifying 
medium-heavy duty fleets. 

• Collaborate with subject matter experts with experience and expertise in 
working with key stakeholders and existing organizations to address electric 
mobility (e-mobility) solutions.

• Engage and develop partnerships with existing community groups and key 
stakeholders working to address environmental and air quality issues/or who 
are already working to address medium-duty transportation emissions.

• Work with key stakeholders to ensure that pilots and programs are based 
on data that examine the proximate factors associated with exposure to 
transportation emissions. 

• Prioritize deployment of e-mobility solutions in communities with unhealthy air 
quality.

• Fund community air quality monitors for areas with no state or federal monitors, 
and allow community-level data to be incorporated into allocation decisions and 
environmental justice frameworks. Pair this funding with community emissions 
reduction plans.

• Establish equitable low-emission zones in high-traffic areas and in EJ 
communities. Work to transition into zero-emission zones adopting zero-
emission vehicles for (ZEV) public transit.

• Provide benefits to overburdened communities first. Ensure they exceed 
Justice40 commitments. 

• Consider policies and financial tools to offset healthcare costs in communities 
that have suffered disproportionately high levels of diesel emissions.

• Provide incentives to retire older, heavier polluting cars. Replace them with 
electrified options.

• Provide significant incentives for the development of robust networks of 
charging infrastructure for medium-heavy duty vehicles.

• Use available mapping tools to identify overburdened and underserved 
communities of color.

• Enact the Clean School Bus Act to accelerate electrification of school buses 
across the country.



2

Summary
Medium- and heavy-duty vehicles (MHDVs) consist of only 5% of vehicles on the road in the United States, 
yet contribute more than 25% of all transportation emissions. Electrifying medium-heavy duty vehicles is a 
key factor in reducing greenhouse gas emissions which pose serious health risks for the public and especially 
vulnerable populations such as children, the elderly, and overburdened communities. 

Low-income individuals often live in urban areas, usually closest to busy ports and roadways, where heavy 
concentration of tailpipe emissions from vehicles spew toxic diesel particulate matter (DPM) into neighboring 
communities. By reducing the amount of fossil fuel powered MHDVs on the road, we can help improve air 
quality for urban areas and help save lives in underserved communities.

We must deploy new, advanced technologies that eliminate DPM. Electrifying our MHDV fleet would serve 
to not only stop tailpipe pollution, but also remove the health burden forced upon frontline communities. 
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What are MHDVs?
Considered Class 3-8. The MHDV market includes all highway capable vehicles in excess of 14,000 lbs 
gross vehicle weight. Medium duty (MD) vehicles are between 14,000 lbs and 19,500 lbs, while heavy duty 
(HD) vehicles are over 19,501 lbs. Most MHDV (trucks, vans, public/school buses, freight) use diesel as fuel, 
which produces many harmful emissions when burned and emits up to 2.5 times more fine particulate matter 
(PM2.5) than light-duty car fleets. 

There are over 12 million MHDVs on the road, burning nearly 50 billion gallons of gasoline and diesel every 
year throughout the United States. The average lifespan of MHDVs is 33 years, meaning failing to electrify 
now would keep harmful pollutants in our communities into 2050 and beyond. When looking at electric 
vehicles (EVs), not only will they improve air quality and public health, but also as EV prices come down 
rapidly, upfront costs will be lower than diesel counterparts making the total cost of ownership cheaper. 

Diesel particulate matter (DPM), also known as 
“soot” or “black carbon”, is composed of carbon 
particles and organic compounds, including over 
40 known cancer-causing organic substances. 
This is formed by the incomplete combustion of 
fossil fuels. Diesel exhaust also contains gaseous 
pollutants, including volatile organic compounds 
and oxides of nitrogen (NOx). 

Most major sources of diesel emissions, such as 
ships, trains, and trucks operate in and around 
ports, rail yards, and heavily traveled roadways. 
These areas are often located near highly populated 
areas, which tend to consist of Black, Indegonous, 
People of Color (BIPOC) communities. This result 
is not a coincidence: years of overtly discriminatory 
pratices and de facto harmful policies have resulted 
in stark inequities that will persist throughout 

generations until corrected. BIPOC communities 
subject to segregationist policies such as redlining 
were victim to racist transportation practices such 
as the Federal Aid Highway Act of 1956, which 
in many areas routed highways directly through 
black and brown communities across the United 
States. In addition to separating communities and 
destroying ways of life, these policies were and 
are disastrous for human health, resulting in what 
are now known as “Diesel Death Zones.” 

The majority of DPM is small enough to be inhaled 
into the lungs and has led the International Agency 
for Research on Cancer to list diesel engine 
exhaust as “carcinogenic to humans”. Other 
negative health impacts include premature death, 
hospitalization and emergency department visits 
for exacerbated chronic heart and lung disease, 

Public Health Impacts
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asthma, increased respiratory symptoms, and 
decreased lung function in children, and delayed 
brain development in children. It’s estimated that 
PM2.5 is responsible for 95% of the global public 
health impacts from air pollution. 

These burdens are most often carried within urban 
communities, which on average are inhabited 
by predominantly BIPOC residents. Previously 
mentioned policies such as redlining, residential 
segregation due to local, state and federal law, 
chronic divestment along with allowing weaker 
zoning laws in these communities paved the 
way for the overburdened state of many BIPOC 
communities today - meaning these communities 
host an unequal percent of harmful industries. 
This disproportionate exposure to poor air quality 
has led to a public health crisis, in which families 
carry preventable illnesses and suffer from a 
transportation system riddled with inequities. 
National data has revealed that toxic pollution from 
diesel vehicles is estimated to cause 8,800 deaths, 
3,700 heart attacks, hundreds of thousands of 
respiratory illnesses, and $100 billion in cost of 
health damages per year in the U.S.

Urban areas are the areas that are most affected 
by air pollution due to the presence of MHDV 
and their tailpipe emissions. Racial and ethnic 
minorities made up about 22% of the rural 
population in 2018, compared to 43% in urban 
areas. In other words, racial and ethnic minorities 
are most commonly those that are at greatest risk 
from this type of pollution. Additionally, African 
Americans and Latino/Latina communities in 
California face severe environmental injustice 
as they breathe 43% and 39% higher levels of 
transportation-related particle pollution than white 
residents respectively.

The fact that BIPOC and other underserved 
communities face heavier burdens is the direct 
result of the willful negligence by the transportation 

sector to continue to do what is convenient, not 
what is right. Across the United States, in nearly 
every major city, BIPOC communities are exposed 
to higher levels of PM2.5 pollution than white 
residents, leaving these communities with a lower 
life expectancy and spending a larger share of 
household income on medical costs.

A study by the University of Minnesota found that 
white people disproportionately cause pollution 
while BIPOC communities are disproportionately 
exposed to it. These environmental injustices 
contributed to by MHDVs can be mitigated and 
technology is available to reduce PM emissions. 
Eliminating tailpipe pollution from trucks and 
buses as soon as possible should be a top priority 
for industry, and should be supported by policy 
initiatives at the State, Local, and Federal level. 
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Environmental Impacts
In addition to the health impacts, diesel exhaust significantly contributes to haze that reduces visibility, 
obscures outdoor views, and pollutes air, water, and soil. When fossil fuels are burned, they release immense 
amounts of carbon dioxide into the air. Carbon dioxide, a greenhouse gas, traps heat in our atmosphere and 
causes global warming. As a result, we see major changes in temperature, precipitation, extreme weather 
events, and sea level rise. The impacts of heavy air pollution are felt miles away from the source and 
as a result these environmental impacts have a direct effect on the public’s health. Air pollution does not 
recognize borders. 

Aside from aforementioned literature that proves BIPOC communities are more exposed to air pollution, 
more research demonstrates they are also more subject to lethal heat waves, extreme weather events, 
environmental degradation, and labor market shifts. Apart from the increased severity of these effects, 
these communities will also be impacted first, “living on the front lines of both the causes and effects of 
climate change.” A 2017 study on the makeup of the country’s coasts outlines how decades of outright and 
inadvertent negligence has resulted in a lack of infrastructure and climate mitigation development in black 
coastal communities.

Industry Has Spoken

In nearly every facet of our economy, manufacturers and various industries are committing to ZEVs:

• Ford is the largest manufacturer of cargo vans in the world and 
has announced the all-electric E-Transit cargo van and intends to 
spend up to $20 billion to convert factories.

• GM looks to sell ZEV versions of all heavy duty trucks by 2035 
and set up a last mile delivery spinoff BrightDrop to manufacture 
zero emission medium duty vehicles. GM plans to spend $35 
billion in EV and AV product development.

• Volvo set a target of 100% fossil free by 2040 for its truck and 
bus sales.

• Amazon has ordered 100,000 electric delivery vans from Rivian 
and is in communication with Stellantis to purchase RAM’s new 
2023 ProMaster full-size van.

• FedEx plans to have their entire global parcel pickup and delivery 
fleet ZEVs by 2040.

• Walmart has one of the largest private fleets in the U.S. Has 
committed to net-neutral operations by 2040.

• Daimler will invest more than $47 billion by 2030 to become an 
electric only manufacturer of new vehicles
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Federal Initiatives
The White House has made it a priority to achieve net-zero emissions while reducing air pollution that has 
long overburdened low-income communities and communities of color.

• The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is issuing a proposed rule that would, if finalized, 
dramatically reduce harmful NOx emissions from heavy-duty vehicles and set stronger greenhouse gas 
emissions standards for certain heavy-duty vehicle categories. When fully implemented, this rule will 
save roughly 2,000 lives annually, eliminate 18,000 cases of childhood asthma, and lead to 1.1 million 
fewer missed days of school.

• Electrifying School Buses: The EPA is awarding $17 million to fund electric zero-emission and low-
emission school buses. Through the American Rescue Plan, $7 million is being awarded to replace old 
diesel school buses in underserved communities with new, zero-emission electric buses. In addition, 
$10 million is being awarded to replace old diesel school buses with new cleaner buses through the 
Diesel Emissions Reduction Act (DERA) School Bus Rebate Program. This funding complements the 
$5 billion in funding from the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law for clean school buses, the first tranche of 
which will become available in the coming months.

• The Low-No Program: Helps state and local governments purchase or lease zero-emission and low-
emission transit buses and other vehicles and expand or retrofit supporting facilities. These include 
vehicles that use technologies such as battery electric and fuel-cell power to provide clean, quieter, and 
more efficient transit service in communities across the country. In 2022, $1.1 billion will be granted to 
clean and electrify transit buses – representing almost a billion dollars in new investment compared to 
last year. 

• The General Services Administration is doubling the amount of zero-emission medium and heavy-
duty vehicle models available to federal agencies, charging towards 100% zero emission vehicle 
acquisitions by 2035.

• The EPA announced a proposed rule that would reduce NOx emissions from new trucks by up to 90% 
by 2031 compared to today’s standards. The current regulations set under the Clean Air Act for trucks 
were last updated over 20 years ago. However, trucks meeting this standard are still major sources of 
NOx and other harmful pollutants.

• Investment in Zero-Emission Trucks: The Federal Transit Administration, in conjunction with 
the Federal Highway Administration, is helping states purchase medium and heavy-duty vehicles 
through the Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality Program. The Department of Energy’s (DOE) 
Loan Program Office has been given expanded authority for manufacturing of clean medium and 
heavy-duty on-road vehicles.
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In addition to strengthening NOx regulations, EPA and the Department of Transportation are preparing to 
redouble the Administration’s commitment to zero-emissions trucks by using the upcoming Heavy-Duty 
Greenhouse Gas Phase 3 Program to set greenhouse gas and efficiency standards beginning in 2030. 
Because costs have fallen and state and local policy will drive deployment, zero-emission trucks and buses 
are entering the market much faster than anticipated when rules were previously set. To account for this, 
EPA is considering technical updates to its standards for model years 2027 to 2029 to better reflect new 
levels of market penetration in segments with expected zero-emission vehicle deployment. And finally, the 
EPA’s Diesel Emissions Reduction Act (DERA) will provide grants and rebates to protect human health and 
improve air quality by reducing harmful emissions from diesel engines.

Thanks to the new investments made by the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law, grant funding will be available to 
assist communities in electrification.

See the following links:
 ( Building A Better America 

 ( Bipartisan Infrastructure Law Guidebook

 ( Electric Vehicles, Buses, and Ferries

https://www.whitehouse.gov/build/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/BUILDING-A-BETTER-AMERICA_FINAL.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/BUILDING-A-BETTER-AMERICA_FINAL.pdf#page=143
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State and Local Level Initiatives To Consider
There are more than 70 different models of zero-emission vans, trucks and buses that already are 
commercially available from several manufacturers. This gives states plenty of opportunity to encourage 
adoption of electrified MHDVs. Some states and cities are further along in adopting EVs to address air 
pollution and public health issues. For example, California presents a number of good models at both the 
state and city level.

City Level:
Cumulative Impact Ordinances can address 
the impact of additional pollution from industrial 
operations in already overburdened low-income 
communities of color. The City of Newark, New 
Jersey, is credited with enacting an effective 
environmental justice and cumulative impacts 
ordinance in 2016, that calls on developers to 
provide certain sustainability information as part 
of an application for approval. We’ve since seen 
a number of cities adopt broad EJ policies and 
programs such as Fulton County, Georgia; New 
York City; San Francisco, CA; Detroit, MI; and 
Chicago, IL.  

Low Emission Zones (LEZs) are defined areas 
within cities where the use of emitting vehicles is 
regulated through restrictions or financial charges. 
LEZs provide a way for cities to pilot urban mobility 
solutions to tackle air pollution and congestion in a 
designated zone rather than across a whole city.  
LEZs can also play an important role in addressing 
environmental justice inequities by targeting air 
pollutant emission reductions in communities 
that need it most. For example, the City of Santa 
Monica in California began an LEZ pilot program 
in April 2020. The program will look to collect data 
on air pollution and congestion, as well as how 
e-mobility can support last-mile solutions.

State Level:
The Community Emission Reduction Program 
establishes a program to reduce air pollution 
disparities in communities and plans to set specific 
objectives for reducing levels of PM2.5. This 
is a  community driven process which consists 
of community members, air districts, California 
Air and Resources Board (CARB) and other 
stakeholders.  

Advanced Clean Trucks (ACT) Regulation 
plans to accelerate the first wave of zero-emission 
trucks to protect public health and meet state 
climate change targets. The regulation plans to 
see:

Reduction in 
GHGs by 2050

Reduction in greenhouse gas 
emissions (GHG) by 2030

Reduction in petroleum 
use by 2030

40%

50%
80%
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EVHybridNoire and Diversity,  Equity & Inclusion
EVHybridNoire is the nation’s largest network of diverse electric vehicle (EV) drivers and enthusiasts, and 
our  mission is to advance electric vehicles and multimodal electric mobility (e-mobility) solutions (e.g., 
electric buses, electric bikes, electric scooters) across the United States, and ensure those solutions are 
inclusive and equitable.  We do that by engaging with communities often left out of e-mobility discussions, 
advocating for e-mobility  solutions in underserved communities, and shifting the narrative about e-mobility 
to be more inclusive of diverse populations.

Historic precedent shows the consequences of ignoring equity in transportation decisions and planning. It is 
traceable back to the 1930s, when the racist practice of redlining forced BIPOC families to be segregated, 
and then subjected them to breathing highly polluted air. Communities are further disenfranchised to 
oppose such projects when they lack resources and representation. As a result, decisions have been made 
regarding transportation that have not only disrupted these communities geographically, but also culturally, 
economically and environmentally.

If equity practices are again ignored at the frontier of new sweeping transportation technology such as 
electrification, there stands a risk of repeating transportation related injustices and the associated 
consequences for BIPOC and frontline communities. EVHybridNoire considers equity through the 
following lens:

PROCEDURAL EQUITY

Including the voices of those 
face inequity in the desing and 

implementation of solutions

STRUCTURAL EQUITY

Creating frameworks that  
promote continued  

equitable decision making

DISTRIBUTIONAL EQUITY

Ensuring that communities receive 
the greatest benefit wirth the latest 

amount of burden

As the landscape continues to make electrification more of a certainty, it will be critical to include equity 
discourse in policy conversations around the deployment of electrified MHDVs to avoid repeating the same 
pattern of destruction and disruption in frontline communities. Positively, equitable charging infrastructure 
will have a ripple of benefits that extend beyond just personal health, and will advance other electrified 
multimodal transportation options. It is part of EVHybridNoire’s mission to bring this dialogue to policymakers’ 
attention at all levels of government, a mission that aims to elevate the voices that most often get left outside 
of the room into a sharper policy focus. In line with this mission, we have provided communications guidance 
below.
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Communications
MHDV Hashtags:
Relevant Hashtags: #CleanerTrucks, #ClimateCrisis, #EVTrucks, #CleanerTrucks,  
#EnvironmentalJustice
Follow: @EPA, @POTUS, @WhiteHouse

Messaging Guidance:
• We thank the @WhiteHouse for recognizing the 

urgent need to address devastating freight pollution, 
especially for frontline and communities of color. 
Now we need the EPA to adopt a standard that puts 
us solidly on a path toward 100% electrification of 
these polluting big-rigs, trucks and buses and to 
rapidly reduce the impacts of deadly NOx pollution.

• Thank you to the EPA and Biden administration for 
acting swiftly to clean up truck and bus pollution. 
To address the deadly impacts of diesel fumes and 
address the climate crisis that’s impacted frontline 
communities first and worst. We need a truck 
pollution standard that ramps up zero-emission 
technology requirements for all types of vehicles, 
putting us on a path for all new trucks to be 
pollution-free no later than 2035.

• Because polluting fossil fuel-powered trucks will 
continue to be sold for several years, it’s critical that 
we make these vehicles as clean as possible, and 
as soon as possible. 

• Research shows that trucks running on methane 
can be as polluting as diesel, and they keep us 
tethered to fossil fuels that are driving the climate 
crisis. The future of freight is 100% electric.

• Electric truck technology is here and new research 
shows that pollution-free trucks will be cost 
competitive with diesel over the lifetime of the 
vehicles in 2027. The new standards must ramp 
up quickly to align with technology advancements 
in both combustion and electric vehicle sectors to 
maximize clean air benefits, especially for frontline 
communities.

*Please feel free to work with  
communications@evhybridnoire.com on  
messaging so we can amplify messaging efforts.

Social Guidance:
• Frontline communities are suffering 

because of deadly diesel pollution and 
need relief now. It’s beyond time for 
a #CleanerTrucks pollution standard 
that drastically cuts smog pollution and 
ramps up zero-emission tech for all 
vehicles.

• Medium- and heavy-duty vehicles 
consist of only 5% of vehicles on the 
road in the United States, yet contribute 
more than 25% of all transportation 
emissions.

• Children, families, and communities 
deserve breathable air – especially 
frontline communities that have been 
impacted first and worst by air pollution – 
we need a #CleanerTrucks standard.
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Additional Resources

Please refer to EVHybridNoire’s Public Policy Toolkit 
which provides an introduction to e-mobility, a context for 
working on e-mobility with an equity-centered approach 
and specific policy recommendations for equitably 
advancing e-mobility. The toolkit also highlights the 
historical and present inequities in transportation.

Please reference these links:
White House Resources

EPA Proposed Rule: HDV Engine and Vehicle 
Standards

EPA EJScreen

EV Charging Justice40

Justice40

Climate and Economic Justice Screening Tool

WH Actions to Accelerate Clean Transit Buses, School 
Buses, and Trucks

DOE Zero Emission MHDV Will Be Cheaper Than  
Diesel-Powered

State Specific Resources

EPA: Climate Change Indicators: U.S. Greenhouse 
Gas Emissions

States At Risk

CARB: Diesel Exhaust & Health

Organizational Resources

ALA Electric Vehicle Report

EDF Roush MHD Electrification Costs

CATF Tool: U.S. Health and Economic Damages 
Caused by Diesel Emissions

ZETA WP MHDV Electrification

NESCAUM MHD ZEV Action Plan

UCS Inequitable Exposure to Air Pollution

References

EVHN Electric Cars, Frontline Communities, Air 
Pollution: COVID-19 Mortality

EVHN COVID-19 and the case for electric cars

ZETA Medium- And Heavy-Duty Fleet Electrification

CALSTART How Zero-Emission Heavy-Duty Trucks 
Can Be Part of the Climate Solution

UCS Inequitable Exposure to Air Pollution from 
Vehicles in California

MFN Zero-Emissions Technology for Freight: Heavy-
Duty Trucks

Historical Redlining Is Associated with Present-Day Air 
Pollution Disparities in U.S. Cities

UMN Inequity Adds to Racial-Ethinc Disparities in Air 
Pollution Exposure

Click to view Toolkit >

https://www.epa.gov/regulations-emissions-vehicles-and-engines/proposed-rule-and-related-materials-control-air-1
https://www.epa.gov/ejscreen
https://www.anl.gov/es/electric-vehicle-charging-equity-considerations
https://www.whitehouse.gov/omb/briefing-room/2021/07/20/the-path-to-achieving-justice40/
https://screeningtool.geoplatform.gov/en/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2022/03/07/fact-sheet-vice-president-harris-announces-actions-to-accelerate-clean-transit-buses-school-buses-and-trucks/
https://www.energy.gov/articles/doe-projects-zero-emissions-medium-and-heavy-duty-electric-trucks-will-be-cheaper-diesel
https://www.epa.gov/climate-indicators/climate-change-indicators-us-greenhouse-gas-emissions
https://statesatrisk.org/
https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/resources/overview-diesel-exhaust-and-health
https://www.lung.org/clean-air/electric-vehicle-report
https://www.edf.org/media/new-study-finds-rapidly-declining-costs-zero-emitting-freight-trucks-and-buses
https://www.catf.us/2022/01/new-catf-tool-maps-staggering-health-economic-damages-caused-diesel-emissions/
https://www.zeta2030.org/white-paper-medium-and-heavy-duty-electrification-weighing-the-opportunities-and-barriers-to-zero-emission-fleets
https://www.nescaum.org/documents/mhd-zev-action-plan-public-draft-03-10-2022.pdf
https://blog.ucsusa.org/series/inequitable-exposure-pollution/
https://insideevs.com/features/410055/electric-vehicles-air-quality-covid19-mortality/
https://www.baltimoresun.com/opinion/op-ed/bs-ed-op-0918-electric-vehicles-covid-20200917-xwhee5z3mfejtbnbblz57sb4pi-story.html
https://www.zeta2030.org/insights/medium-and-heavy-duty-fleet-electrification-must-be-a-top-priority-for-policymakers-and-fleet-operators
https://calstart.org/how-zero-emission-heavy-duty-trucks-can-be-part-of-the-climate-solution/
https://www.ucsusa.org/resources/inequitable-exposure-air-pollution-vehicles-california-2019
http://www.movingforwardnetwork.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/MFN_ZeroEmissionToolkit-1.pdf
https://pubs.acs.org/doi/abs/10.1021/acs.estlett.1c01012?utm_campaign=Hot%20News&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=206403359&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9jsTueQmr3nvu_6MWbmgeJ0YLHwscibtt1xOjKSHOlj8fux9-8PQ8aydnJOn69hiQOxrsrupOEhezt7VUrdHINjq9IfQ&utm_content=206403359&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.pnas.org/doi/full/10.1073/pnas.1818859116
https://evhybridnoire.com/publicpolicytoolkit/
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Words/Phrases To Know
Language has long been used as a means to shape our perceptions about race and class. As we work to 
advance e-mobility in communities where the impacts of structural racism are most prevalent, we recognize 
that we must be purposeful with our language if we seek to break down these structures. Therefore, we have 
provided a glossary that not only defines terms central to understanding the e-mobility ecosystem but also 
terms central to addressing inequity.

Redlining: is a discriminatory practice in which services are withheld from potential customers who reside in 
neighborhoods classified as ‘hazardous’ to investment; these neighborhoods have significant numbers of racial 
and ethnic minorities, and low-income residents.

E-Mobility: Transportation electrification, term is inclusive of all forms of mobility including bikes, scooters, 
vans, trucks, buses, cars, trains, and more.

Equity: Refers to fairness and justice and signifies a recognition that individuals and communities do not all 
start from the same point as a result of historical and current inequities. Equity acknowledges the need to make 
adjustments to reallocate resources in order to correct existing imbalances. Achieving equity is an ongoing 
process that requires us to identify and overcome intentional and unintentional barriers arising from bias and 
systemic structures. 

E-Mobility Equity: Development of a transportation system that increases access to high-quality mobility 
options, reduces air pollution and enhances the economic opportunity to all members of the  community. 
People from underserved and BIPOC communities must be prioritized in these conversations.

Cumulative Impact: can be defined as changes to the environment caused by the combined impact of past, 
present and future human activities and natural processes.

Low Emission Zones: defined areas within cities where the use of emitting vehicles is regulated through 
restrictions or financial charges

Justice40: whole-of-government effort to ensure that Federal agencies work with states and local communities 
to make good on President Biden’s promise to deliver at least 40 percent of the overall benefits from Federal 
investments in climate and clean energy to disadvantaged communities.

Environmental Justice: is the fair treatment and meaningful involvement of all people regardless of race, 
color, national origin, or income in the development, implementation, and enforcement of environmental laws, 
regulations, and policies.

Frontline Communities: Communities which are closest in proximity to environmental and health threats like 
power plants and chemical facilities, and/or which are hit first and worst by climate impacts such as rising sea 
levels and extreme weather.

Underserved Communities: Underserved communities are those who have been denied the full opportunity 
to participate in aspects of economic, social, and civic life. These communities face systemic and institutional 
barriers or disadvantages that prevent them from accessing the same resources and care as people not facing 
those barriers. 
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We’re here to help! 
Please reach out to EVHybridNoire for assistance & questions: 
policy@evhybridnoire.com
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